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ordinaries and their ministers by reason of such penal exactions, and that it becometh not ecclesiastical persons to gape after or enrich themselves with dishonest and penal acquisitions; we ordain, that such penalties, so often as they shall be exacted, shall be converted to the use of such repairs, under pain of suspension ab officio which they shall ipso facto incur, until they shall effectually assign what was so received to the reparation of the said defects. Lind. 224.
By Canon 86. Every dean, dean and chapter, archdeacon, and others which have authority to hold ecclesiastical visitations by composition, law, or prescription ; shall survey the churches of his or their jurisdiction, once in every three yearsj in his own person, or cause the same to be done.
And by the said canon they were required, from time to time, to certify the high commissioners for causes ecclesiastical, every year, of such defects in any the said churches, as he or they should find to remain unrepaired, and the names and sirnames of the parties faulty therein. Upon which certificate, the high commissioners were desired by the said canon ex officio mero to send for such parties, and compel them to obey the just and lawful decrees of the ecclesiastical ordinaries making such certificates. But by the 16 C. c. 11. the high commission court was abolished; so that the cognizance thereof nowresteth solely upon the ecclesiastical judge.
By the statute of circumspecte agatis} 13 Ed. 1. st. 4. If prelates do punish for that the church is uncovered, or not conveniently decked; the spiritual judge shall have power to take knowledge, notwithstanding the king's prohibition.
The Church. This is intended not only of the body of the church, which is parochial, but also of any public chapel annexed to it; but it extendeth not to the private chapel of any, though it be fixed to the church, for that must be repaired by him that hath the proper use of it, for he that hath the profit ought to bear the burden. And this the parishioners ought to do, by custom known and approved: and the coxmsance thereof is allowed to the ecclesiastical court by this act. 2 Inst. 489. ss